Equestrians get staging area near border - SignOnSanDiego.com Page 1 of 3

INGN QN @=: PRINTTHIS

S A DIEGO

Equestrians get staging area near border

New facility offers parking, corrals

By Kaitlin Schluter, CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Thursday, June 17, 2010 at 12:04 a.m.

David Brooks / UNION-TRIBUNE

Doug Cruger feeds Bow Tie a handful of Necco wafers before taking to the trails at Otay Valley
Regional Park. A new equestrian area has opened near the park, complete with parking spaces for horse
trailers and a warm-up pen.
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Doug Cruger, a volunteer and vice president of the Bonita Valley Horsemen, and Bow Tie cross a bridge
at Otay Valley Regional Park, west of Interstate 805 and north of the U.S.-Mexico border.

OTAY MESA — A new equestrian area has opened near Otay Valley Regional Park, complete with
parking spaces for horse trailers and a warm-up pen.

The Mace Street staging area, located west of Interstate 805 and north of the U.S.-Mexico border,
opened on National Trails Day, June 5. In addition to parking, the facility also features a shaded area for
visitors, a couple horse corrals and two more miles of trail.

“The trails have been here for quite some time, but in order to make it friendly for equestrians, they
needed a place to park and not be in the way on the streets,” said Steve Ron, project manager with the
San Diego County Public Works Department.

The dirt path now stretches more than eight miles and includes a separate route just for horses.

“It’s been really, in some respects, a bootstrap operation,” said county Supervisor Greg Cox, who
worked with San Diego and Chula Vista to round up resources for the project.

The three entities played a role in the expansion: The county built the facility; the city of Chula Vista
owns the property; and the city of San Diego will maintain the area. Planning started seven years ago
and construction took three years. The project cost roughly $9 million.

About 16 tons of trash was removed, Cox said, as the area had been used as a dumpsite and homeless
encampment. During the cleanup, the county worked with organizations such as The Alpha Project and
Father Joe’s Villages to meet with the homeless and get them help.

“It’s not only been a rejuvenation of the riverbed but also in many respects, kind of a rejuvenation of
people’s lives,” Cox said.

The trail is now ready for use, including a path for hikers and cyclists. During a recent event celebrating
the area’s opening, Cox — who has ridden the trail on a bike — mounted Bandit, a black and white
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stallion, with little hesitation. With a tip of his black cowboy hat, Cox coaxed the horse around the new
warm-up pen before hitting the dirt path.

Mark Kukuchek, a member of an advisory committee for the area and president of the Bonita Valley
Horsemen, has ridden the new trail a couple of times since the opening. He said the route is well-
maintained.
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